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TOURNAMENT REPORT

Welcoming the chess family to the city of Dresden 
(Harald Fietz)  

Olympiad united – it’s the world’s greatest chess show 
(Harald Fietz / Josip Asik / Anna Burtasova) 

Round 1 open section: Germany ‘reserve’ team upset Bulgarian men 
Wesley So - Ni Hua (Wesley So)
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov - Trajko Nedev (Iweta Rajlich)    
Judith Polgar - Ehsan Ghaem Maghami (Anna Burtasova + Harald Fietz)  
Bartosz Socko - Alexander Baburin (Bartosz Socko)    
  
Round 1 women’s section: Defending champions already drop match 
point
Turkan Mamedyarova - Tatiana Kosintseva (Tatiana Kosintseva)    
 
The touch of over 1000 hands – Two volunteers from Saxony discuss 
their work and their feelings  (Harald Fietz) 

Round 2 open section: First zero-rule forfeit given on a day when the 
Olympiad starts 1 hour late! 
Vassily Ivanchuk - Ivan Ivanisevic (Ivan Ivanisevic)     
Enrique Paciencia - Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son (Nguyen Ngoc Truong Son)  
 
Round 2 women’s section: No-Stefanova-Bulgaria shocked
Natalia Pogonina - Vesna Rozic (Natalia Pogonina)     
  
Does the ‘Revolution of Rules’ rule rationally?  Intentions, incidents and 
impacts from the labyrinth of chess laws (Harald Fietz / Anna Burtasova) 

The art of punctuality – A hasty moment from my Olympiad memory 
(Regina Pokorna)
Krzysztof Belzo - Eduardo Iturrizaga (no notes required)

Round 3 open section: Team bashing is the order of the day 
Peter Heine Nielsen - Vladimir Georgiev (Peter Heine Nielsen)   
Lama Surbir - Alejandro Ramirez (Lilit Mkrtchian)    
  
Round 3 women’s section: A long day for the Russian women
Nadezhda Kosintseva - Nisha Mohota (Nadezhda Kosintseva)   
  
Round 4 open section: German men’s team hit the headlines 
Alexei Shirov - Arkadij Naiditsch (Athanasios Mastrovasilis)   
David Baramidze - Ibragim Khamkarulov (David Baramidze)    
Magnus Carlsen - Michael Adams (Ismael Karim)   
Pentala Harikrishna - Peter Svidler (Mateusz Bartel)
Bu Xiangzhi - Zvonko Stojanovic (Bu Xiangzhi)    
Dmitry Svetushkin - Stefan Kristjansson (Dmitry Svetushkin)    
  
Loud talking and behind the scenes activity by FIDE! (Harald Fietz) 

Round 4 women’s section: Top women hate draws!
Deimante Daulyte - Anna Ushenina (Deimante Daulyte)   
  
Round 5 open section: Russian men miss match win 
Vladislav Tkachiev - Bojan Vuckovic (Ismael Karim)    
  
Round 5 women’s section: Russian women let slip match win
Alexandra Kosteniuk - Maya Chiburdanidze (Maya Chiburdanidze)  
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Lucia Guimaraes (Angola)

Vladimir Kramnik (Russia)

Jo Orta Alvarez (Puerto Rico)



                                                                                                                       Contents

5

The united Bermuda party (Anastaszia Karlovich) 

Round 6 open section: Russia and Armenia emerge as leading duo 
Vladimir Kramnik - Nigel Short (Ioannis Nikolaidis)    
Daniel Fridman - Zahar Efimenko (David Arutinian)    
Etienne Bacrot - Bartosz Socko (Ismael Karim)     
Grzegorz Gajewski - Sebastian Maze (Grzegorz Gajewski)    
Tomi Nyback - Magnus Carlsen (Athanasios Mastrovasilis)   
  
Lord of results – How an ‘invisible’ Austrian has revolutionised the 
world of chess data (Harald Fietz) 
Markus Ragger - Ahmed Adly (Ilja Balinov + Heinz Herzog)   
  
Round 6 women’s section: Chinese women unstoppable
Jovanka Houska - Antoaneta Stefanonva (Jovanka Houska)   
  
Round 7 open section: Armenia lucky to overthrow Russia 
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov - Nigel Short (Ismael Karim + Iweta Rajlich)  
Fabiano Caruana - Emanuel Berg (Ismael Karim)    
Dragisa Blagojevic - Vasile Sanduleac (Dragisa Blagojevic)   
Vladimir Georgiev - Eduardo Iturrizaga (Vladimir Georgiev)   
  
Round 7 women’s section: First individual loss by a Chinese player
Alisa Maric - Le Thanh Tu (Alisa Maric)    
Elisabeth Pähtz - Elena Sedina (David Shengelia)    
  
Round 8 open section: German home run stopped
Vladimir Akopian - Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Vladimir Akopian)        
Peter Leko - Fabiano Caruana (David Arutinian)    
Dieter-Liviu Nisipeanu - Ivan Ivanisevic (Ivan Ivanisevic)    
  
Round 8 women’s section: American women crush Russia
Irina Krush - Alexandra Kosteniuk (Irina Krush)   
Zhao Xue – Natalia Zhukova (Zhao Xue)      
 
Half of team out of shape 
Anna Burtasova in conversation with Natalia Pogonina

Round 9 open section: Armenia lose lead to Israel
Levon Aronian - Boris Gelfand (Evgeny Postny)    
Maxim Rodshtein - Tigran Petrosian (David Shengelia)       
Zahar Efimenko - Alexander Morozevich (Ismael Karim)   
Grzegorz Gajewski - Jan Gustafsson (Grzegorz Gajewski) 

Good but not good enough
Hartmut Metz in conversation with Arkadij Naiditsch  
Rauf Mamedov - Bojan Vuckovic (Bojan Vuckovic)
Vladimir Georgiev - Andrei Istratescu (Vladimir Georgiev)    
  
Achieving our seeded position was not good enough 
Anna Burtasova in conversation with Teimour Radjabov
Jacob Aagaard - Enamul Hossain (Jacob Aagaard)    
  
Round 9 women’s section: Chinese women lose lead to 
Ukraine, Poland and Serbia
Irina Chelushkina - Tan Zhongui (Irina Chelushkina)    
Natalia Zhukova - Corina-Isabela Peptan (Natalia Zhukova)   
Tatiana Kosintseva - Viktorija Cmilyte (Viktorija Cmilyte)  

Round 10 open section: Another change at the top
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Carey Wilman (Scotland)

Dmitry Jakovenko (Russia)

Rusudan Goletiani (USA)
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Alexei Shirov - Veselin Topalov (Ismael Karim)     
Jonathan Rowson - Magnus Carlsen (Jacob Aagaard) 

It was impossible to jump over our heads 
Alexei Shirov gives a view of Spain’s top ten placing (Anna Burtasova) 

Round 10 women’s section: Suddenly the Polish ladies lay claim to the 
title
Nana Dzagnidze - Zhao Xue (Elisabeth Pähtz)     
 
We got all the help we needed 
Anna Burtasova in conversation with Bu Xiangzhi and Zhao Xue 

Round 11 open section: Armenia’s men see it through against China 
Tigran Petrosian - Li Chao (Tigran Petrosian)      
 
Anti-electronics not anti-doping! (Alisa Maric) 

Gata Kamsky - Vassily Ivanchuk (Mateusz Bartel)
Alexander Onischuk - Pavel Eljanov (Alexander Onischuk)   
Nigel Short - Zdenko Kozul (Zdenko Kozul)     
Ahmed Adly - Magnus Carlsen (Ismael Karim)     
 
Round 11 women’s section: Out of the blue Georgia win on tie-break
Kateryna Lahno - Monika Socko (Monika Socko)     
Natalia Zhukova - Iweta Rajlich (Iweta Rajlich)    
Jolanta Zawadzka - Anna Ushenina (Jolanta Zawdzka)   
Inna Gaponenko - Joanna Majdan (Joanna Majdan)    
Irina Krush - Marie Sebag (Elisabeth Pähtz) 

Place to ‘touch’ chess (Klaus Bischoff)

Guess what they did at the Olympiad? (A gallery)

Fans were the winners (Harald Fietz) 

Haut couture!? (A gallery) 

CHAMPIONS OF THE DRESDEN OLYMPIAD

Chess champions fly president class again – Debutant Tigran Petrosian 
shares moments of Armenia’s repeat success (Anna Burtasova) 
Tigran Petrosian - Vladislav Tkachiev (Ioannis Nikolaidis) 

Chess is the No. 1 sport in Armenia – The Olympiad’s best player speaks 
out Anna Burtasova in conversation with Gabriel Sargissian 
Gabriel Sargissian - Daniel Stellwagen (Gabriel Sargissian) 

Winner missed her way home! Sopiko Khukhashvili was moving pieces 
in Serbia while her team celebrated in Georgia (Josip Asik) 
Sopiko Khukhashvili - Irina Bulmaga (Sopiko Khukhashvili) 

Helping a chess legend… Maya Chiburdanidze inspired the Georgian 
women team (Tornike Sanikidze)
Maya Chiburdanidze - Alisa Maric (Maya Chiburdanidze) 

ENDGAME MICROSCOPE

Missed endgame opportunities – Is the conduct of the final phase of the 
game increasingly turning into a lottery? (Jacob Aagaard)
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Sergey Krylov (IBCA)

Ana Baptista (Portugal)

Lilit Mkrtchian (Armenia)
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Masha Kinova - Irina Krush (Jacob Aagaard)    
Judith Polgar - Andrei Istratescu (Jacob Aagaard)   
Nadezhda Kosintseva - Maia Lomineishvili (Jacob Aagaard)   
Jonathan Rowson - Shinya Kojima (Jacob Aagaard)    
Dmitry Jakovenko - Tigran Petroian (Jacob Aagaard)    

Bad play in the fourth and fifth hours
Anna Burtasova in conversation with Dmitry Jakovenko 

Ju Wenjun - Inna Gaponenko (Jacob Aagaard)    
Viorel Bologan - Emanuel Berg (Jacob Aagaard)     
Jacob Aagaard - Simen Agdestein (Jacob Aagaard)    

CLOSE UP AND PERSONAL

Approaching the final rounds – 24 hours in the lives of 3 Olympiad players 
(Harald Fietz / Josip Asik / Anna Burtasova) 
Ketevan Arakhamia-Grant - Shakil Abu Sufian (Jacob Aagaard)
Alisa Maric - Kateryna Lahno (Alisa Maric) 
Constantin Lupulescu - Stelios Halkias (Stelios Halkias) 
Ketevan Arakhamia-Grant - Leif Erland Johannessen (Ketevan Arakhamia-Grant)
Stelios Halkias - Ketevan Arakhamia-Grant (Ketevan Arakhamia-Grant)

TEAM SPIRIT IN DRESDEN

Searching for team spirit – What helps or harms a team?  (Harald Fietz) 

Brothers and friends in team (Sergey Zhigalko / Anna Burtasova) 
Sergey Zhigalko - Miguel Illescas Cordoba (Sergey Zhigalko)

All issues were debated in an open-minded way 
(Dragan Solak / Josip Asik)
Dragan Solak - Sergey Karjakin (Dragan Solak) 

National team spirit is like upgraded club team spirit 
(Maxime Vachier-Lagrave / Harald Fietz) 
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave - Pentala Harikrishna (Maxime Vachier-Lagrave) 

Runner up on board points! But Canada finished in 28th place
(Igor Zugic / Josip Asik)
Igor Zugic - Mauricio Uribe (Igor Zugic) 

The captain’s role – the hidden security man! (Sarunas Sulskis)
Sarunas Sulskis - Evgeny Postny (Sarunas Sulskis)

My memories of the Dresden Olympiad (Dr. Dirk Jordan)

We were happy to be together! Some secrets from my Turkish team 
(Mert Erdogdu / Anna Burtasova)
Mert Erdogdu - Grzegorz Gajewski (Mert Erdogdu) 

Inspiring a team (Katerina Rohonyan) 
Katerina Rohonyan - Alina Motoc (Katerina Rohonyan) 

A partner’s help for a team of the opposite sex 
(Joanna Majdan / Harald Fietz) 
Joanna Majdan - Ana Benderac (Joanna Majdan) 

Team play is the opposite of egoism (Anna Sharevich / Harald Fietz) 
Gundula Heinatz - Anna Sharevich (Anna Sharevich) 
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Arianne Caoili (Australia)

Andrei Volokitin (Ukraine)

Jana Jacková (Czech Republic)
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Media attention and team spirit in a multi-lingual squad 
(Elisabeth Pähtz / Anna Burtasova) 
Elisabeth Pähtz - Carolina Lujan (Elisabeth Pähtz) 

Team spirit also requires adopting the captain’s strategy 
(Jana Jacková / Harald Fietz)
Jana Jacková - Viktorija Cmilyte (Jana Jacková) 

When inertia dampens team spirit (Anna Muzychuk / Harald Fietz)
Anna Muzychuk - Rocio Vasquez Ramirez (Anna Muzychuk) 

A gallery of team spirit
A gallery of dress code 

Exotic aims, adventures and adversities – a rank and file report from 
African countries - Seychelles * Uganda * Zambia * Algeria 
(Hartmut Metz / Harald Fietz) 
Jorge Picato - Keith Vidal (Harald Fietz)
Enrico Grassi - Moses Kawuma (Harald Fietz)
Guido Guidi - Amon Simutowe (Harald Fietz)
Amir Hamza - Turkan Mamedyarova (Harald Fietz)

The Olympiad is one of the greatest chances you get – 
The Dresden diary of Suriname women’s team (Victoria Naipal) 
Eugenia Ramirez - Victoria Naipal (Iweta Rajlich)

COACHING AT THE OLYMPIAD

The European chess samurai – Serbian coaching experience for Japan 
(Josip Asik) 
Mohamad Al Modiahki - Shinya Kojima (Shinya Kojima + Mihajlo Stojanovic)
Shinsaku Uesugi - Sam Collins (Mihajlo Stojanovic)
Levente Vajda - Tomu Sano (Mihajlo Stojanovic)
Emiko Nakagawa - Yueh Elsa Wei Chung (Mihajlo Stojanovic)

Olympiad spirit – then and now – Luxembourg’s men’s coach looks back 
to golden times of yesteryear and stormy decisions of his players today 
(Vlastimil Jansa) 
Zaheerudden Asefi - Pierre Gengler (Vlastimil Jansa)
Daniel Jere - Serge Brittner (Vlastimil Jansa)
Fred Berend - Ehsan Ghaem Maghami (Vlastimil Jansa)

Olympiad players in the making – Some chess tales from a coach’s diary 
(Karsten Müller) 
Georg Meier - Ivan Cheparinov (Karsten Müller)
Daniel Campora - Sebastian Bogner (Karsten Müller)
Vasilios Kotronias - Arik Braun (Karsten Müller)
Mark Bluvenstein - Georg Meier (Karsten Müller)
Emre Can - Falko Bindrich (Karsten Müller)
Kivanc Haznedargoglu - Niclas Huschenbeth (Karsten Müller)
Judith Fuchs - Svetlana Agrest (Karsten Müller)
Elisa Raeva - Anna Endress (Karsten Müller)
Manuela Mader - Nargiz Umudova (Karsten Müller)
Hanna-Marie Klek - Rajna Sargac (Karsten Müller)
Judith Fuchs - Viktorija Cmilyte (Karsten Müller)

OLYMPIAD WARRIORS

Local hero snatches final norm – Maria Schöne’s unique Olympiad
experience (Anna Burtasova)

220
221

222
222

224
228

232
232
233
234
235

236
238

240
241
242
242
243

244
245
245

246
246
248
248
248
249
249
250
250
251

253

254

216
218

245

252

Boris Spassky (France)

Baadur Jobava (Georgia)

Kulood Essa (UAE)
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Batkhuyag Munguntuul - Maria Schöne (Maria Schöne)
Angela Borsuk - Maria Schöne (Karsten Müller)

Hungary always dream about gold (Josip Asik)
Ferenc Berkes - Constantin Lupulescu (Ferenc Berkes)
Aleksej Alexandrov - Judith Polgar (Elisabeth Pähtz)

Different but compatible – The chess family of Pia Cramling 
and Juan Bellon (Anna Burtasova) 
Pia Cramling - Catherine Perena (Pia Cramling)

The disappointed ‘dinosaur’ – Viktor Korchnoi blames himself 
for Swiss result (Hartmut Metz) 

Simply a phenomenon! A view from the Korchnoi generation 
(Borislav Ivkov) 
Peter Svidler - Viktor Korchnoi (Borislav Ivkov)
Viktor Korchnoi - Richard Jones (Borislav Ivkov) 

Helpless at move one! The new ‘boss’ of Viktor Korchnoi
Anna Burtasova in conversation with Artur Yusupov 

Don’t trust the computer alone – Women’s chess legend compares then 
and now – Anna Burtasova in conversation with Nona Gaprindashvili 
Marina Pogorevici - Nona Gaprindashvili, Luzern 1982 (Anna Burtasova)

BACK HOME AFTER THE DRESDEN OLYMPIAD

Was it in Hawaii? ... No it was in Dresden (Klaus-Jörg Lais)

Georgia warmly welcomed its chess heroines 
Anna Burtasova in conversation with Nana Dzagnidze 

Pinwall: My most exciting memory from Dresden was... 

Nobody is perfect – Reflections on some Olympiad incidents 
(Iweta Rajlich / Harald Fietz)
Alexander Morozevich - Florian Jenni (Iweta Rajlich)
Alexander Morozevich - Gawain Jones (Iweta Rajlich)
Teimour Radjabov - Gata Kamsky (Iweta Rajlich)
Sergei Movsesian - Normundas Miezis (Iweta Rajlich)
Dieter-Liviu Nisipeanu - Ioannis Papaionnou (Iweta Rajlich)
Vassily Ivanchuk - Ivan Ivanisevic (Iweta Rajlich)
Bu Xianghi - Zviad Izoria (Iweta Rajlich)
Alexander Grischuk - Miguel Illescas Cordoba (Iweta Rajlich)

FACTS AND FIGURES, SCORES AND STANDINGS

Final standings in open section

Final standings in women’s section

The art of chess diplomacy or executing the first move 

Game contributors A - Z

Chess in words and pictures – authors and photographers

Opening index, player index, game commentators, photographers
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Rustam Kasimdzhanov (Uzbekistan)

Magnus Carlsen (Norway)

Antoaneta Stefanova (Bulgaria)


